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Papal interference with English preferments
and with English lawsuits, but with little
success.

These laws were an evidence of the unpopu-
larity of the higher clergy, which was further
shown by suggestions that there should be
a sweeping confiscation of Church property.
But this tide of feeling even among the ortho-
dox, rendered more formidable as it was by
the popularity of novel doctrines, only caused
the bishops to cling more closely to the
Popes. They felt that the existing system
must stand or fall as a whole, and were con-
scious of the value of the impressive doctrine
of Papal supremacy for the maintenance of
the established order. The occupation of
bishoprics by the younger sons of the great
families, often promoted with little regard
to their fitness and sometimes at an uncan-
oiiical age, was a complaisance of the Popes
which became common towards the end of
the middle ages. Quite thirty bishops of
this cRiss held office during the fourteenth
and fifteenth centuries. Though alien bishops
were not very numerous, three in succession
held Worcester from 1497 to 1585 ; their
appropriate successor was Hugh Latimer.
For one year (1521-1522) the future Pope
Clement VII., with whom Henry VIII. subse-